CHAPTER III
THE EXTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY OF THE DOMINIONS
IN the field of external relations the Empire continued Chapter
to present a marked appearance of unity long after   __1
the development of an almost complete autonomy in
local affairs. The distinctive character of lack of the
treaty power was early recognised in the colonies. A
Royal Commission on Federation in Victoria in 1870
adumbrated a scheme under which the colonies might
be accorded distinct rank as separate states under the
British Crown by the concession of the treaty power,
and if possible with recognition by the European
powers of their neutrality. In Canada in 1882, 1889,
1892, and at other times the suggestion that the power
should be conceded was mooted but never pressed by
any government. Though Canada in special attained
the power to negotiate treaties of commerce for her
own interests, either with the aid of British diplomats
as in the case of the treaty with France secured by Sir
C. Tupper in 1893, or without such aid as in the case
of the treaty of 1907, the treaties arrived at were not
merely signed also by British representatives, but the
Canadian representatives were formally exactly in the
position of British representatives; they were granted
full powers to sign by the King on the advice of the
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflaiis, and the treaty
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